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Who we are

The End Child Detention Coalition Australia Ltd (ECDC) is currently made up of 26 member 
organisations from across Australia, amongst which there is a total of 150 staff, around 1,200 
volunteers and approximately 150,000 supporters across all States and Territories.

Collectively, these organisations possess a wealth of experience in policy and advocacy, as well 
as years of experience working effectively together. ECDC advocates for the release of children 
from immigration detention and takes the position that detention is never in the best interests of a 
child.

Our membership reflects a diverse cross section of Australia’s civil society. The coalition also has 
collaborative partnerships with many organisations based both in Australia and overseas.

 



We believe that all children should be: in the community, with 
their parents, treated as children, looked after, and free.



Our Mission

The company’s purpose is to relieve suffering of children and their families 
who have been affected by immigration detention by supporting 
organisations assisting children and their families affected by immigration 
detention by, without limitation:

a) coordinating the provision of services;

b) promoting alternatives to immigration detention; 

c) advocating for the release of children being held in immigration detention 
facilities; and

d) raising awareness of the harm caused to children in detention.



Structure & Management

End Child Detention Coalition Australia Ltd is registered with the Australian 
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) with the subtypes:

 

▶ Advancing social or public welfare; and

▶ Public benevolent institution (PBI). 

 

The effective date of registration as a charity is 1 July 2017, and registration 
with the subtype PBI is effective from 13 June 2018 (being the date ECDC’s 
constitution was amended). 



Our People

Board of Directors 
Jenny Collins-White Director Catholic Mission
Carolina Gottardo Director Jesuit Refugee Services
Leeanne Torpey Director International Detention Coalition 
Samuel Dariol Director Jesuit Social Services / CAPSA 

Executive Committee
Jenny Collins-White Co-Chair  Catholic Mission
Carolina Gottardo Co-Chair  Jesuit Refugee Services
Ruth Jacob Member Justice for Refugees SA 
Alex Hogan Member Uniting Church Australia 

Employees/Contractors 
Michelle Ferns Project Manager  



Our People

Affiliate Members
Australian Council of Social Services (ACOSS) 
Australian National Committee on Refugee Women (ANCORW)
Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation (ANMF SA Branch)
Multicultural Youth Advocacy Network (MYAN) 
Circle of Friends Australia Inc 
Child Rights Australia
Darwin Asylum Seeker Support and Advocacy Network (DASSAN)
Grandmothers Against Detention of Refugee Children (GADRC) 
Sydney  
House of Welcome 
Justice for Refugees SA
Montmorency Asylum Seeker Support Group (MASSG)
National Ethnic Disability Alliance (NEDA) on behalf of Disabled 
People’s Organisations Australia 
Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR)
Refugee Council of Australia (RCOA)
Uniting Church in Australia 
House of Welcome 

Full Members
Asylum Seekers Centre

Australian Catholic Migrant & Refugee Office
Australian Lawyers for Human Rights
Australian Muslim Women’s Association
Australian Young Christian Students (AYCS)
Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP)
Catholic Alliance for People Seeking Asylum (CAPSA)
Catholic Mission
Catholic Religious Australia
Global Campaign to End Child Detention
Hazara Women of Australia Inc. (HWA)
Jesuit Refugee Service Australia (JRS)
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Executive Committee Report

The last AGM was held in conjunction with the workshops in November 2017. Since then the focus of our action has developed in the 
various ‘lead electorates’. Early in 2018, a considerable amount of effort was put into recruiting volunteers for local teams, especially in 
Parramatta, Reid, Hindmarsh and Chisholm. Thank you to these hardworking volunteers, the networking and awareness-raising around the 
issue of child detention and the work of ECDC has been invaluable. ECDC has been able to draw on the skills and talents of a number of 
interns, who have assisted with various media and admin tasks. We are grateful for their contribution to ECDC. We are grateful to ChilOut 
for rolling over their remaining funds to ECDC which enabled us to begin the year with confidence. We appreciate Jess Perini’s continued 
participation as the remaining ChilOut presence within ECDC.

Thank you to our Directors. Former Secretary, Samuel Dariol has submitted his resignation as Director of ECDC. Samuel was instrumental in 
finalising the incorporation of ECDC and obtaining pro-bono legal assistance which enabled us to obtain registration as a Public 
Benevolent Institute and be awarded Deductible Gift Recipient status. Leeanne Torpey has resigned from IDC but will continue as a 
Director for ECDC. Leeanne has been working solidly for the ECDC since 2013. Leeanne has carried the global campaign role for IDC and 
has contributed immensely to the global and the local work of ending child detention. Launching the Next Gen Global Index which scores 
twenty two countries’ performance in relation to detaining children. ECDC was part of the working group that assessed Australia’s 
performance. Leeanne has also been actively involved in the Global Compact on Migration (GCM) and the Global Compact on 
Refugees (GCR). 

Carolina Gottardo, Director for JRS Australia and Co-Chair and Director of ECDC was pivotal in the negotiations regarding the GCM and 
the GCR. Thank you for the passion and commitment to the work you do locally and internationally, it is an important foundation for the 
work of ECDC and opens up new opportunities for us to influence the broader discussion and ultimately achieve our goal of pursuing 
alternatives to detention.



The ECDC’s work of writing to and meeting with politicians, advisors and departmental representatives has been earnestly pursued 
throughout the year culminating in a delegation ECDC attending meetings on 26, 27 November to negotiate and brief stakeholders 
regarding ECDC’s Policy Paper released at the end of October. 

We are indebted to Dr Robyn Sampson (IDC), researcher and our technical expert who was always available to explain the finer detail 
of our proposal to stakeholders. Robyn has presented at several public forums on behalf of ECDC (especially where a detailed 
knowledge was required such as the Victorian Bar Association). Other forums where ECDC has presented include community groups 
and clubs, Universities, NGOs, party branch meetings and some corporate groups.

We acknowledge the wonderful contributions our youth representatives have made by presenting their stories in various forums, 
including Geneva, to bring the message home, that detention is a violation of children’s rights.

Thank you to Neil Pharaoh, who again generously provided his consultancy services to run 2 days of exhilarating workshops in 
September, which could be described as ‘revolutionary’ for many as Neil’s approach to advocacy is little known and challenges the 
more established strategies.

Thank you to VivCourt for their generous sponsorship which has helped ECDC’s financial health considerably.

In concluding the Executive Committee and all members of ECDC are enormously indebted to our Project Manager Michelle Ferns who 
holds all this together in a two day per week role. Michelle is extraordinarily talented, gracious and committed to this work. She is also 
incredibly creative, with the way she is able to keep us all on track from any part of the world, and is always handy with her project 
support tools, making life easy for us with resources available ‘at a click’. We are in constant admiration, and always grateful.

Our members are at the core of what we do and enable this work to happen. We have been strengthened by a growing membership 
and participation and look forward to a continued empowerment of our civil society coalition as we champion the rights of children 
and their families.

Jenny Collins-White, Catholic Mission, ECDC Co-Chair



Our Work

▶ Meeting with MPs, Branches, Stakeholders – ECDC continues to develop our key relationships with MPs 
across the political spectrum, at both State and Federal level. ECDC met with over 20 MPs in 2018 at their 
Electorate Office and via delegation visits to Canberra. This 2018 ECDC created new connections with 
Candidates and also presented at key Branches in Vic & NSW.

▶ Sector Engagement - ECDC has run campaign workshops and presentations as part of our member 
outreach as well as building collaboration with new partners. ECDC presented at the South Australian 
Sector Advocacy Day (August 2018). This was a valuable opportunity to share the campaign strategy and 
begin actively engage with the community in SA. 

▶ ALP Submission - Submitted May 2018. Read the submission here: http://bit.ly/2A1XsKN 

▶ ECDC Membership & Supporter Growth - ECDC meets on a monthly bases via teleconference. This year we 
welcomed on board the Australia Lawyers For Human Rights. ECDC continues to grow in both membership 
and support across Australia. Since 2012 the ECDC has grown from 12 to 26 member organisations. 

▶ ECDC Resources - MP database, the spreadsheet of dreams (map of entire membership via federal 
electorates) is currently being updated in preparation for the next election. These resources as well as 
briefing templates, VoteForFreeKids.com and the Campaign Toolkit are available to members upon 
request.

▶ Australian Country Committee for the NextGen Index - Find out more here: http://bit.ly/2rD2IQj 

▶ Public Events - #KeepKidsOut Panel Event (September 2018) co-hosted by the Castan Human Rights Law 
Centre. Find out more here: http://bit.ly/2QVFnaU 

2018 has been an eventful year 
for ECDC, Here is a snapshot of 
what we have been up to over 
the past 12 months. Thank you 
to everyone who has made this 
work possible!

http://bit.ly/2A1XsKN
http://bit.ly/2rD2IQj
http://bit.ly/2QVFnaU


Our Work

ECDC Workshop 2018 (September 2018)

The ECDC Annual Workshop was held in Prahran, 
Melbourne on the 3-4 September. Over the 
two-days, 30 participants engaged in intensive 
and energetic discussions. The workshop focused 
on an introduction to the ECDC’s Government 
Relations and Advocacy Strategy campaign for 
ending the immigration detention of children on 
Australia’s mainland. As well as provide strategic 
campaign guidance and space for planning & 
discussion for all participants on the broader 
advocacy agenda within the refugee and asylum 
space in Australia. 



Our Work

Protecting Children from Detention - Policy 
Proposal Launch (October 2018)
On the 24 October 2018, the End Child Detention 
Coalition released the campaign policy proposal 
“Protecting Children from Detention”. The policy 
proposal outlines the key ask to consolidate 
existing practices through legal reforms to ensure 
no child is held in an immigration detention facility 
on Australian territory in the future. The ECDC 
policy launch team circulated the policy paper to 
all Australian MPs and Senators and key 
stakeholders across Australia. You can reach the 
policy paper here: http://bit.ly/2BnKVkt 

http://bit.ly/2BnKVkt


Finances

Treasurer’s Report Current Funds
IDC is currently holding the following funds on 
behalf of ECDC until such time as ECDC has 
established an independent bank account.  
Current Balance available at Dec 5, 2018.

▶ Chillout transferred Funds $15687.81
▶ Antipodean Family Foundation $438.75
▶ JRS transferred funds $79.29
▶ Viv Court Funds $ 8785.48
▶ Total project funds held by IDC 

$24,991.33



Finances

Auditors Report
Catholic Mission has agreed to undertake 
the following services on behalf of the End 
Child Detention Coalition Australia Ltd 
(ECDC)
▶ To prepare and maintain a set of 

accounts. 
▶ To prepare the Annual Information 

Statement. 
▶ To prepare the monthly BAS statements. 
 

These services will be undertaken at Catholic 
Mission’s expense until such time as ECDC 
receives adequate funds to pay for such 
services. In relation to the audit required 
annually, it is Catholic Mission’s 
understanding that this will be completed by 
an independent auditor on a pro bono basis 
or paid for by the ECDC.  In this work 
Catholic Mission agrees to undertake these 
functions in a professional manner however 
all responsibility for the financial 
management of ECDC remains with ECDC. 



Contact Us Level 1, 112 Langridge Street  Melbourne 3066

+61 3 9999 1607

 www.endchilddetentionoz.com  

media@endchilddetention

Facebook @endchilddetention  | Twitter @childdetention

http://www.endchilddetentionoz.com/
https://vimeo.com/291638096

